
C
o

p
y
ri
g

h
t 

©
2

0
0
6

 E
S

U
P

-P
o

rt
a
il 

c
o

n
s
o

rt
iu

m

http://www.esup-portail.org

The ESUP-Portail project

(in a few words)

Pascal Aubry

Consortium ESUP-Portail / University of Rennes 1
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The very beginning

• 2002: 4 projects selected by the French 
Ministry of Education
– about $8M for the whole project

– development and investment

• Create an open-source portal for 
universities

• Adopt an existing solution or build a new 
one

• Distribute the final product
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The strategy and the targets

• Strategy

– Schéma Directeur des Environnements

Numériques de Travail (SDET)

• Architecture, authentication, interoperability

• Targets

– digital universities

– regional digital universities

– thematic digital universities
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The architecture

Information
System

Central

Authentication

Service

portal

students

and staff

services

from the 
administrator’s
point of view,

Information 

System-centered
from the user’s 
point of view,

user-centered
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The ESUP-Portail community

• Today: 76 institutions; 300,000 users

• In the future: more than 1,000,000 users
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The ESUP-Portail actions

• Providing tools to universities

– Developing new applications

– Integrating contributions

• Supporting the community

• Federating the efforts

– Documenting the project

– Publicizing project activities
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The organization

• An operational coordinating committee

• A technical coordinating committee

• Developers

achieved
projects

repository

immature
projects

discontinued
projects

incubator archives
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Developments around JA-SIG products

– uPortal-esup: a pre-configured portal for the French 
university community

– uPortal-quick-start

– client librairies:                  , perlCAS (CRU), 
pam_cas-esup, mod_cas-esup

– v2 utilities: CAS Generic Handler, CAS quick-start

– v3 French translation
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The uPortal-esup package

• A pre-configured uPortal installation

• Easy configuration

• A pre-filled database

• WAI effort

• French translations

• Full-page channels (from project Mille)

• Automatic generation of statistics
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A typical Information System for a French 
University

Staff
(Apogée)

LDAP

Students & courses
(Harpège)

Accounting
(Nabuco)

Misc

services
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The ESUP-Portail services
network status

portal

helpdesk

printing quotas

storage quotas

webmail

announcements

course offerings

data entry form

online courses

& practicum upload

calendar

planning

mailing lists

LDAP search

online help

staff & student

administrative files

online publications

access to outside libraries

WebDAV repository

intranet

bookmarks
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Esup-commons: a development framework
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