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Goal

• Discover how uPortal produces the uPortal 3 
user interface and how you can create and 
modify skins with an in-depth review of the 
theme code and page markup as well as the 
skin CSS. We'll also discuss how to configure 
the theme to customize the interface and 
think through best practices for keeping your 
customizations intact in future uPortal 
upgrades. 
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Theme

• Templates that generate page markup 
and user interface; everything down to 
and including the wrapper and controls 
around the channels and portlets - but 
excluding their contents. 

• The theme does not affect channel and 
portlet content.
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Skin

• A package of CSS and images that 
specify the visual presentation: color, 
style, type, and imagery.

• The skin does affect channel and 
portlet content. 
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Theme

• XSL Templates

• Page markup

• JavaScript

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Demo quality out of the box
Something to impress and convey the substantial value of the portal. Have the portal sell itself and increase adoption by institutions.
Friendly, inviting, and modern look and feel 
Full set of crisp icons (Silk Icons) 
Updated default content 
New features and functionality
Implementation of popular and asked-for user interface enhancements.
Expanding Navigation Menus 
Left Sidebar 
Quicklinks 
Web Search 
Customization Hooks 
Focused View 
Easy to customize
A key goal was to make the theme easy to customize and easy to migrate customizations into future releases.
Simplify location of theme files. 
One file for all customizations. 
Localization of all theme labels and text. 
Broad-stroke and fine-grained control over layout blocks, lists, and ordering. 
Code structure and code comments "for Dummies". 
Standardized naming convention. 
Easy to skin
Provide for easy and flexible skinning.
Simplify location of skin files. 
Separate layout CSS (rarely changed) from presentation CSS (always changed). 
Provide excellent starting presentation for all components. 
Web Standards & Accessiblity
Produce Grade-A pages and markup that is friendly and usable by all.
Semantic markup. 
Separation of presentation from content. 
Almost table-less layout. 
Optional access keys. 
AJAX
Elegant use of JavaScript for rich user interaction.
Converted from Dojo to jQuery JavaScript library. 
Refactor the JS to be lean and mean (reduced overall JS by 60%). 
Progressive enhancement approach. 
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Skin

• Cascading Style Sheets (CSS)

• Images
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Updated default content 
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Implementation of popular and asked-for user interface enhancements.
Expanding Navigation Menus 
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Quicklinks 
Web Search 
Customization Hooks 
Focused View 
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A key goal was to make the theme easy to customize and easy to migrate customizations into future releases.
Simplify location of theme files. 
One file for all customizations. 
Localization of all theme labels and text. 
Broad-stroke and fine-grained control over layout blocks, lists, and ordering. 
Code structure and code comments "for Dummies". 
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Simplify location of skin files. 
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Provide excellent starting presentation for all components. 
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Separation of presentation from content. 
Almost table-less layout. 
Optional access keys. 
AJAX
Elegant use of JavaScript for rich user interaction.
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Theme Customization

• Single file (universality.xsl)

• Template calls

• Ordering

• Custom xhtml

• Localization (messages.xml)
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Theme Cusomization

• Keep your customizations intact!

• Allows theme “code” to improve 
underneath

• Simple to upgrade
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How do I get involved?

• Ask questions

• Make suggestions

• Give feedback

• Log bugs

• Make improvements

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Demo quality out of the box
Something to impress and convey the substantial value of the portal. Have the portal sell itself and increase adoption by institutions.
Friendly, inviting, and modern look and feel 
Full set of crisp icons (Silk Icons) 
Updated default content 
New features and functionality
Implementation of popular and asked-for user interface enhancements.
Expanding Navigation Menus 
Left Sidebar 
Quicklinks 
Web Search 
Customization Hooks 
Focused View 
Easy to customize
A key goal was to make the theme easy to customize and easy to migrate customizations into future releases.
Simplify location of theme files. 
One file for all customizations. 
Localization of all theme labels and text. 
Broad-stroke and fine-grained control over layout blocks, lists, and ordering. 
Code structure and code comments "for Dummies". 
Standardized naming convention. 
Easy to skin
Provide for easy and flexible skinning.
Simplify location of skin files. 
Separate layout CSS (rarely changed) from presentation CSS (always changed). 
Provide excellent starting presentation for all components. 
Web Standards & Accessiblity
Produce Grade-A pages and markup that is friendly and usable by all.
Semantic markup. 
Separation of presentation from content. 
Almost table-less layout. 
Optional access keys. 
AJAX
Elegant use of JavaScript for rich user interaction.
Converted from Dojo to jQuery JavaScript library. 
Refactor the JS to be lean and mean (reduced overall JS by 60%). 
Progressive enhancement approach. 




Gary Thompson
gary@unicon.net

www.unicon.net

Questions?

mailto:gary@unicon.net
http://www.unicon.net/

	uPortal 3 Theme & Skin: Advanced/Technical
	Goal
	Slide Number 3
	Definitions
	Definitions
	Definitions
	Definitions
	Definitions
	uPortal UI Generation
	uPortal UI Generation
	Theme
	Theme
	Skin
	Skin
	Theme Customization
	Theme Customization
	Theme Cusomization
	How do I get involved?
	How do I get involved?
	Questions?

